Mrs. Mary Nevill

At the Societies AGM held early
this year, Mrs. Mary Nevill stood
down as Chairman. Shehasbeen
a prime mover in the Livestock
Industry in Kenya as well as
Chairman of the Holstien
Friesian Society.

Her Tintawn Herd are well
known throughout the country
and soughtafterby many

Holstein Friesian Breeders. She
has provided Central A.L Station
with many bulls to ensure that
her knowledge of breeding is
carried to the farmers who use
Tintawn bull semen.

The Field Day held at Tintawn in
2008 was a great success and we
are all very grateful to her for
allowing us to hold this on her
farm and for all the work and
effort she put into making it such
amemorable occasion.

The new Chairman of the
Societyis Mr. T.van Helden who
has worked closely with Mrs.
Nevill for many years. He was
unanimously elected as the new
Chairman.

Mr. T. van Helden

With the help of his Committee
Members there are many plans
afoot for the Society to encourage
more members to join and enjoy

the benefits of the Society.

Development of the Tintawn Herd

Having lived all my life with
cows - some good and some not
so good. Gerald and I decided
to do some serious breeding -
we decided to breed a pedigree
registered herd of Friesians.

My father was a breeder of
Friesians in the late 40s up to
1962 when he left Kenya, he
had an excellent herd of
unregistered animals on the
South Kinangop and
subsequently in Limuru. Itwas
difficult to import semen in
those days, so he imported a
bull from Holland called Piets
Plutos. He used him on hisbest
cowsand bred abull named

by Mrs. Mary Nevill.

"Satuini Wizard" who became
very well known in the district,
not only from his progeny but
because he was stolen in the
Emergency and was recovered
minutes before he was
slaughtered.

Dad won many prizes at the
Nairobi Show. So, as you see
we did not need much
persuading to take breeding
seriously. It was in 1968 that
Jomo Kenyatta imported a
number of pedigree in calf
heifers from Holland, most of
which went to Gicheha Farm
at Rongai, and the nucleus was
sentto Updown Farmin
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Limuru and were put up for
sale.

I must mention a very
important fact here - with these
heifers came a young and
enthusiastic Dutchman named
Kees van Velzen, he and the
Dutch contingent who came
out to Kenya at this time,
established themselves at
Naivasha. Kees and indeed the
whole contingent played a very
big part in lifting the standard
of Friesians in this country.
Kees was an enormous
inspiration to us all and spread
enthusiasm and knowledge to
somanybreedersallround the



Development of the Tintawn Herd cont.

Country. He has been back to
Kenya to judge the Friesians
several timesand is now retired.
We were lucky to buy the last
two heifers standing at
Updown. Reino 32 and Kekke
ourfirst pedigree animals - what
excitement!!!

After taking Kees's advice
which was - "you won't go
wrong if you buy Reino, I know
that family”. It soon became
apparent to me that Reinowasa
better cow than Kekke, so we
sold Kekke leaving Reino to
start our pedigree herd on her
own. She gave us a good heifer
calf which we called Rosenne.
Rosenne turned out to be a
good cow but lacked quality in
herudder.

G.B. had been showing at the
Nairobi Show and Nakuru for
some years.
judges had been invited to
judge, in fact there was a roster
where judges from different
countries were asked to come
to Kenya in rotation. In 1968
Mr. Frank Abbey came to
Kenya, a very well known cattle

International

expert from England. He came
up to Tintawn to see our up and
coming herd and give us some
advice on what semen to
import to improve the udders.
He recommended a bull called
PLASNWYD LEO who was
known as an "udder bull". We
duly imported the semen and
Rosenne wasinseminated.
Nine monthslatershehada

beautiful heifer calf which we
She
developed into a wonderful

named Rosaleen.

cow with a smashing udder!
She was our first serious show
cow winning several
championships with a very
high production as well as
looks. Her progeny was
excellent giving us two
Champions at the Nairobi
Show.

We were now encouraged to
improve the herd and
imported semen from U.K.
Holland, Canada and U.S.A.
intending to concentrate on
udders and legs and feet.I have
talked about breeding but have
failed to mention feeding and
management. Thave always

Aline up of some of the cows in the Tintawn Holstein Friesian herd.
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